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ELECTION MANIFESTO. 


_ When, in 1918, the ‘‘ Hang-the-Kaiser— 
Make-Germany-Pay ’’ Election was being 
fought, the S.P.G.B., in their Election 
Manifesto, warned the workers of the line 
the development of the then existing condi- 
tions would take, and the real reason for 
an election at that ‘moment. 
Ie was pointed out in the Manifesto 
that :— | , 
While prices of necessaries are still rising 
‘ ‘thousands of munition workers are being dis- 
' charged; tens of thousands are working short 
time, and, according to Lord Curzon, ‘‘ In a few 
weeks’ time there would be a million of people 
‘out of work.’? And this is only the beginning. 
Further unemployment is bound to occur. while 
‘such demobilization as will be carried out will 
add to the number vainly seeking work. Wages 
‘will fall as a result, though prices may remain 
up for some time, and poverty and misery will 
increase as a consequence throughout the land. 
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Before the deluded workers awake to a realisa- 
tion of how they have been duped, despite their 
‘* victory’? over Germany, the master class wish 
to be in possession of a ‘‘ mandate ’’ so that they 
can claim ‘the allegiance of the armed forces should 
it be considered necessary to use these forces 
against the workers during troubles or disputes. 


The plan succeeded. The people “‘ who 
made the mess ”’ were returned ‘‘ to clear 
it up.’”? They had, however, less trouble 
with the working class than some of them 
anticipated. 

Weary of the war, and thankful for 
the relief of the Armistice, the workers 
‘accepted wage reductions and worse condi- 
tions with a minimum of protest. Wher- 
ever resistance was offered it was of a 
sectional, and often spasmodic, character, 
that the masters were able to defeat with 
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comparative ease. It was nct so much lack 
of will or courage to resist, as ignorance of 
the fundamentals of their class position, that 
was responsible for the attitude adopted, 
for the majority could see no way out at 
present, and little hope in the future. 


Freed to some extent from fear of trouble 


- at home, the sections of the capitalist class © 


among the Allies found more time to fight 
out their quarrels over the spoils of the 
‘* Great Victory.’’ . These quarrels reached 
a crisis in the Near East. ‘wo sections of 
Imperialist financiers came to grips 
over the routes, areas and resources of the 
East. One section controlled the British 
Government, while the other section con- 
trolled the French Government. The situa- 
tion, however, was somewhat awkward. 
Officially Britain and Fraace were still 
Allies. It would be difficult openly to come 
to blows over the difference of interests in 
the booty, so each side put forward a 
‘‘catspaw ’’ for the purpos« of pulling the 
chestnuts out of the fire. The British 
Government put forward the Greeks, while 
the French Government supported the 
Turks. - 

It would be sheer folly to imagine that 
the British Government had any regard for 
the’ Greeks’ “lawfyl aspirations” in Asia 
Minor, or the French Government any noble 
ideal of helping the Turks to their ‘* free-. 
dom.’’ Only those ignorant of the work- 
ings of the capitalist system could imagine 
such a thing. Whichever ‘side may be 
acclaimed the winner, it will find that it can 
only move, organise and g6vern as its* pay- 
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masters decide. 
the Greeks have been driven out of Asia 
Minor, and the British section of Impert- 
alist financiers have suffered a setback. Of 
course, the people concerned keep in the 
background. It is not they who will be 
blamed for the expense and trouble in the 
East.. As a matter of fact, they always 
keep in the background, and allow their 
tools and puppets to take such praise or 
blame as may be coming in any given crisis. 
More, they are quite indifferent as to the 
fate of these puppets, once they have served 
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that hindered the astronomers from making- 


full observations to test Einstein’s theory ! 

The great advantage of ‘such a ‘‘ scapé- 
goat,’’ is that the attention of the mass of 
the workers will be diverted from studying: 
the facts of the situation, into dwelling upon 
personalities. Yet even the sacrificing of 
a, notorious tool can hardiy conceal ‘the 
emptiness of the alternatives offered. 

The Liberals are far from anxious to 
take office, as is shown by the statement of 
the Daily News for October 20th, 1922 :— 


Whatever Government succeeded the Coalition 


could not but be an improvement, and: in that one 
respect the events of yesterday are a matter for une. 
reserved congratulation. 


{the turn required. | 
t "Fhe Imperialist financiers have always 
. crowds of job-hunters waiting to take office 


as soon as any particular occupant is turned 
out. In the present case, almost ‘all the 
mouthpieces of the capitalist class are united 
in putting the blame for the shaky situa- 
tion in the East upon the shoulders of Lloyd 
George; but not pne has whispered whose 
orders he obeved\ when he* made stch 
“blunders.” 

In December, 1918, we described the 
position Lloyd George occupied in . the 
following words :— 

Behind this mountebank marionette stands the 
Imperialist section of the Capitalist class, composed 
of both Liberals and Tories, who are striving to 
extend their dominion and power of robbing the 
working class over larger areas of the globe. It 
was to protect their interests that this country 
entercd into the war. When two years ago the 
military situation looked serious for the Allies, 


this section looked for a more pliant tool to take 
charge of the Government. One was at hand 


possessing a glib tongue, always ready with large | 


and extravagant promises, quite unscrupulous, and 
able to sway crowds with his claptrap. A dirty 
political shuffle took place and Lloyd George be- 
came Prime Minister. 

Of course, he wishes to retain the ‘office. He 
wishes to pose as the head of the ‘* Government 
that won the war,’’ and wishes to be at its head 
when it ‘' Reconstructs the Empire.”’ . 


Not his wishes, however, but the interests of 
the Imperialists, whose agent he is, demanded this 
Election, ‘ 

And, now, having failed to carry through 
their scheme successfully, Lloyd George is 
“sacked ’’ with as little ceremony as an 
ordinary dav labourer, by the Imperialist 
yang. He will be the ‘‘ scapegoat ”’ for the 
failure and will form a useful figure upon 
whom to put the blame, not only for the 
immediate trouble in the East, but also for 
the bad trade, unemployment, the chaotic 
exchanyes—and the atmospheric storms 


While further on in the ‘same article we 


are told :— 


There are obviously the gravest possible reasons. 


against an immediate General Election. 

It is easy to see from these paragraphs. 
that the* Liberals would prefer to let the 
Tories handle the muddle that exists. 

The Tories seem clear on only one point : 


That public expenditure on any ‘ unneces-. 


sary ’’ legislation and administration must 
be reduced or abolished. Thus the Daily 
Mail, October 23rd, 1922, says :— 


The country is anxiously waiting to hear from 
. him (Mr. Bonar Law] what relief’ it may expect 
from the heavy loads which the late Government 
has laid upon it, and from the anxieties in which 
recent divagations of policy have placed our 


* country, 


The Daily Express, October 23rd, 1929, 
which claims to be independent and ‘‘ bound’ 
to no party,’’ declares that it :— 

Intends to support that Conservative Party dur- 
ing the course of the General Election and to 
recommend the electors to return it to power. 
Among the reasons given for this attitude 

we are told :— : 


Mr. Bonar Law can he trusted to pursue a safe 
and saving course at home as well as abroad. 
There would be an end of those ambitious schemes 
which cost millions, tax industry, depress credit 
and end in a financial fiasco. : 

To prevent confusion, however, the same 
article hastens to remark :—- 

In saying this the Daily Express shows no 
hostility to Liberalism. 

And Mr. Bonar Law, himself, at the meet- 
ing of the Conservative Party that elected’ 


‘him leader, is reported as saving :— 


What the country wanted was quict and a re-. 
inter-. 


duction of our commitments, with little 
ference from legislution and 
Evening Standard, 23/10/22. 
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But Bonar Law is no Jess a tool than 
Lloyd George. 
give him orders as to their requirements, 
and he must take those orders or go. 
Already some of those orders are beginning 
to be formulated in such a way that even 
the min in the street can see their trend. 

Thus the Observer, October 22nd, 1922, 
under the heading ‘“‘ Russia Still the Acid 
Test,’’ says :— 

British policy ought to throw ihe: whole weight 
of its influence into the scales in favour of full 
Russian participation. If we do that our poficy 
will prosper. It will never look back in the 
sphere af foreign affairs either East or West. 

Incidentally, the commercial cause of agree- 
-ments, like the Urquhart Concession, would be 
promoted to the gain of employment. Otherwise, 
economic chances still open to ourselves would 
be transferred to foreign powers. 

If the new Government did not resolve to settle 
fully with Russia, that issue would soon play its 
big part in sweeping them out. We desire to put 
that warning on record. 

On the same page it is also stated 
that :— 

Henceforth our only substantial security for any 
legitimate British’ interest connected with the 
Straits is friendship with Turkey and with other 
nations, 

These points are supported by the Daily 
Mail, Daily News, Daily Express, Evening 
Standard, etc. 

Here, then, the instructions are beyond 
doubt. Commercial relations with the East 
must be established, full and soon, to pre- 
vent British oil and shipping interests being 
beaten by the Americans and Japanese. A 
General Election wil) afford a good means 
of introducing this“change of policy: and of 
getting rid of a tool who has failed to carry 
out their orders as they wished. 

So an Election is arranged for November 
lith.. The -Tories put forward the pro- 
gramme referred to above. The Liberal 
Party make numerous promises as‘ usual, 
and vaguely refer to ‘‘ Liberal Principles ’’ 
without running the risk of defining them. 
The Labour Party promise to show the 
people how to save money by spending it, 
for in their official programme they say :— 

~ Labour attachas the utmost importance to 

economy in the public administration. But we do 

‘oat believe in starving the public services.—Daily 

Herald, 26/10/22. 

Especially those that have provided so 
many jobs for Labour Leaders, Another 
staggeringly or'ginal statement is :— 

Unemployment and low wages, caused largely 


The Imperialist gang will: 


hy the policy of the Liberal and Unionist Govern- 
- ment, have brought distress to the bulk of the 

working people. ee - 

Had such ‘‘ unemployment and | low 
wages ’’ been caused by the policy lof a 
Labour Party, are we to assume there 
would have been no ‘‘ distress? ” One of 
their remedies for unemployment is ‘‘ the 
national organisation of production,’ but. 
they attach ‘‘ the utmost importance to 
economy in the public administration.”’ 


‘National organisation of industry should 


certainly be more economical—that is 
carried on by tewer workers per unit of 
service—than organisation by private in- 
dividuals. So the remedv for unemploy- 
ment is to reduce the number at work by 

‘national organisation! ’’ Seems to be a 
catch somewhere? | 


All of them, however, are ainited in con- ° 
demining Lloyd- George. In this they are 
assisted by the Communist Party, who, 
with their usual blindness to facts and their 
ignorance of the real forces moving in 
Society, follow the capitalist press in plac- 
ing responsibility upon Lloyd George. In 
the Communist (September {0th, 1922), is a 
certain cartoon on the froat page wherein 
the workers are advised to ‘ Dump Him,’’ 
and on the centre page we are told ‘' David 
must sweat for this.’’ In their issue of 
October 14th, 1922, a displayed paragraph 
warns us to ‘‘ Watch Lloyd George,’’ and 
we are told :— ; 

His one hope of saving his position, his place, 
and his emoluments is a war. 

Five days later this terrible, powerful 
person, who ceuld ‘‘ make war,’’ is tumbled 
out of his job neck and crop. 

To-day, Lloyd George is trying to gather 
around him the remnants of his scattered 
crew to form a ‘‘ Party ’’ that, unhampered 
by any fixed principles or programme, will 
hold itself free to support or oppose any 
Government or Cabinet, till it can once 
more, it hopes, secure recognition from the 
chiefs of the capitalist class. One of his 
most rabid supporters—J. I.. Garvin—pro- 
mises him this recognition, with greater 
power than ever, if he will only wait a few 
years. But a flare fire wants continual re- 
plenishing, and a very few vears would see 
the slimy Welshman snuffed out of political 
life, m ‘ 


Whichever Party contesting this Election 
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obtains a majority, it will leave the workers 
in their present state. The unemployment, 
want, hardship, and insecurity of existence 
that afflict the workers im all capitalist coun- 
tries, will not be abolished either by war 
with Turkey or peace with Russia; by 
changing Lloyd George for Bonar Law or 
A. Henderson; by voting for Tory candi- 
dates instead of Coalition ones; or for 
Labour candidates instead of either. 

Because these things are not the CAUSE 
of the workers’ misery. That cause is the 
private ownership of the means of life. 
Under capitalism the master class owns the 
raw materials, the means of transport, the 
machinery and factories requisite for 
wealth production. As a result they own 
the wealth that is produced. Hence the 
workers are a propertyless class, and can 
only live by permission of the capitalists. 
To put it shortly, they are SLAVES to the 
owning class. 

This is the crucial.test. Liberal, Tory, 
Coalition, or Labour Parties all starid for 
the retention of! | capitalism—therefore, for 
he continuance ot the slavery of the 
workers. Witle the developments. in 
machinery and the increasing applications of 
science to industry, with the elimination of 
competition by the further formation of 
Trusts and Combines, the effective demands 
of the world’s markets are met with a con- 
stantly decreasing. number of workers em- 
ployed to produce a given amount of 
wealth. Hence, apart from temporary 
fluctuations, unemployment is boand to in- 
crease. 

Peace in the East, business with Russia, 
cannot result in more than a temporary fillip 
to trade compared with the world’s pro- 
duction. Reduction of taxation is of no 
concern at all to the workers. The only 
solution to their troubles is the abolition of 
the cause—the private ownership of the 
means of life. Until they decide to carry 
this abolition through, their position as a 
whole is bound to grow worse by the opera- 
tion of the factors,given above. 


To abolish their slavery; to establish the 
common ownership and control of the means 
of wealth production and distribution, the 
workers must first séize the governing 
machinery of society. This is the political 
machinery, with-its centre in Parliament. 

At any General Election the workers can 
do this, because they have the vast majority 
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of the votes. But behind the vote is needed 
knowledge. Only when the majority of the 
workers understand they are slaves wil}. they 
be in the position to end their subjection. 
Until then they will remain slaves. : 

In this election how few are the workers 
who understand their class position is shown 
by the fact that not a single Socialist candi- 
date will be seeking election. 

This will not prevent those desiring 
Socialism from voting for it. They can gu 
to the polls, write Socialism across the 
ballot paper, and thus add their quota to 
the factors making for working class en- 
lightenment. ' 

When a sufficient number are enlightened 
then we shall see the workers organise into 
the Socialist Party, putting forward their- 
delegates and voting them into Parliament. 
With this control they will be able to enter’ 
into possession of the means of life, and end 
not only wars, Eastern or Western, but 
abolish the misery and hardship of the pre- 
sent system, and replace by the system that 
will secure comfort and happiness to all— 
namely, SOCIALISM. : 

_ Executive Comittee, 
Socialist Party of Great Britain, 
October, 1922. 
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JOTTINGS. 


We hear doleful tales of the ruin coming 
when workers protest against wage cuts. 
The ‘‘ poverty ’? of our masters in these 
times of trouble is gloomily dilated upon. 
‘“Somebody,”’ however, is not doing badly, 
as witness the following quotation from the 
Daily News (18/10/22) :— — 

300 PER CENT. DIVIDEND. 
PLAN FOR FIVE-FOLD INCREASE IN 
VACUUM OIL STOCK. 
_ New York, Tuesday. 
The directors of the Vacuum Oil Company, one 
of the Standard Oil group, have voted to increase 


the company’s stock from 15,000,000 dollars to 
75,000,000 dollars. 


| The shareholders will be asked at a meeting 

~ on December 2nd to approve the plan, _ . 
The proposal is the result of the declaration of 

a dividend of 300 per cent.—Reuter. 
300 per cent.! That means to say that 
the shareholders have received their money 
back three times over, and still have the 


original amount invested in the company. 


Oil is booming! ~ ; 

In their issue for May 31st, 1921, the 
Daily News published an article entitled 
‘* World Rivalry for Oil,’? by their New 
York correspondent. Some of the figures 
in that article are somewhat startling. For 
example, he states :— 

. In 1914--15 the profits of the Mexican Eagle 

Oil Company were 5,900,000 dollars. In 1919-20 

they had risen to 59,000,000 dollars, an increase 

of 1,000 per cent. In 1914 the Burmah Oi! Com- 


pany had a profit of £971,278. Five years later 
that profit was £ 2,849,000. 


In eight years the Standard Oil Company of 
New Jersey increased its earnings from 35 millions 
dollars to 101 millions, and in 1918 paid 44 mil- 
lions in income tax. 

Such are the people who complain that 
“industry ’’ will not bear the burden of 
present wages ! 


e 


While the unemployed are demanding 
work, the scientists, at the behest of the 
Capitalists, are pursuing exhaustive en- 
quiries and experiments to reduce work as 
-much as possible. To put the point an- 
other way, the application of science to 
industry is being speeded up with a view to 
increasing the amount of wealth a worker 
.Can produce without using up more energy. 
We have frequently given evidence in these 
columns of the increasing use of machinery ; 
the providing of better surroundings— 
Such as those existing at Port Sunlight and 
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similar places; the increase in volume and 
simplification of effort by means of mass 
production; the reduction in the number of 
operations an individual worker performs; 
the introduction in certain factories of fre- 
quent rest periods; and the .introduction of . 


music into others; and hosts of other things. 


The latest idea, however, is set forth in 
the Daily News (18/10/22) in an article 
dealing with the experiments being carried 
on by the Department of Applied Physio- 
logy at the . Medical Research Institute, 
Hampstead. From this article we learn 
that :— 

Part of the’ work of this Research Institute con- 

sists of measuring the amount of effort which a 
-man expends under certain conditions of labour. 

The article then goes on to describe an 
experiment that took place. A man got: 
on to a stationary bicycle wearing a mask 
with two valves. He cycled for five 
minutes, and the result of his effort is esti- 
mated accurately - by delicately balanced 
instruments attached to the bicycle, and 
also: certain apparatus attached to the 
mask. oe 


The article then goes on as follows :— 

By these measurements we can’ find out,’ 
said Professor “Hill, ‘* how much fuel has been 
burnt by the human furnace, and how much energy 
has been expended during those five minutes’ 
work.’’ 

The Department has converted a disused corri- 
dor into a wind tunnel. A bracing: wind is gener- 
ated by a huge fan at one end of the tunnel, and 
in this breezy atmosphere the spell of work on the 
bicycle-ergometer is repeated. 

It is found that in these conditions the work is 
performed with far greater ease and freedom from 
fatigue than in the air of an ordinary room. 
With the use of a little imagination, we 

can picture the wage worker of the future 
turning up at the factory gate-to be 
‘* weighed in,’’ his energy measured, put 
into room with a whirlwind, and tearing 
through the work like a tornado! Not 
much chance of ‘ dodging the foreman ”’ 
then! His capacity and his performance 
will be measured_with delica:e instruments ! 
' The point in the business is that, whereas 
the capitalists of all countries try to con- 
vince us that unemployment is due to fall- 
ing markets, they are all employing the 
methods that must of necessity increase the 
relative volume of the wealth produced, and 
at the same time choke the markets. ‘ Thus 
the forces of capitalism inevitably tend 
increase unemplovment. 


y 6 


230 ' THE SOUIALIST STANDARD. 


Lioyd eore defined his political outlook 
in a speech he made at the opening of the 
new’ offices of the Port of London Autho- 
rity on Tower Hill. The treasure is worth 
preserving. He said :— 

l am very pleased to sec something which repre- 
sents the spirit of compromise characteristic of 
our people—-something which represents no prin- 
ciple of ang sort or kind, but is an outrage on 
every principle you can lay down. And yet it 
works. -—Daily News, 18/10/22. 

Such is the outlook of the man who has 
proved himself to be, in many ways, an 
admirable tool to carry out the—wishes of 
the master class. Ambitious, unscrupulous 
and deceitful, he has a_ glib tongue that 
could sway crowds, and flattery and 


cajolery that could turn the heads of — 


‘* Labour leaders ’’ and hooiwink workers’ 
deputations. He steered the helm of State 
successfully for a time on behalf of those 
whose interests he served. Why did his 
‘* Jack of principle ’’ work? Becduse at 
the back of compromise, and apparent lack 
of principle there was, after all, a principle 
that governed his actions. That principle 
was the advancement of the interests of the 
capitalist class. 
* * * 
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The Communist for 21st October, 1922, 
contains the election. policy of the Com- 
munist Party for the Local Government 
Elections. An examination of this docu- 
men: reveals the value of this wild and 
woolly gang of compromisers. 

The final solution of the | workers’ 
troubles, they contend, can only be arrived 
at by ‘‘ the workers taking over contro! of 
the affairs oF the community through their 
own machinery of government — the 
Sovie‘s’’. But in the meantime (blessed 
word !) there are many points on which there 
is agreement and on which all could com- 
bine; and it considers it ‘‘ its duty to the 
working class . . . to join in with the rest 
in making the attempt to see what can be 
done with the existing forms of local 
government.’’ This is very interesting— 
and so like the conciliatory spirit pervading 
the recent religious conferences on unity! 

Now let us examine some of the matters 
upon which there can be general agreement. 

These are some items from the _ pro- 
gramme :— 

2.—The absorption of the excess workers in 


each locality, as far as possible, by the extension of 
useful public enterprise. 


N ovember, 1922 


What is ‘‘ useful public enterprise?” 
Obviously doing work that, in general, 
would otherwise be done by private enter- 
prise. In other words, throwing out of, 
work the workers in one direction to em- 
ploy less of them in _another—because, as a 
rule, the work of a public body takes the 
place of the work of several private bodies, 
eliminating overlapping and waste. Over- 
lapping and waste usually mean more work 
for workers. What a truly brilliant method 
of absorbing excess workers? In any case 
Why ‘‘ useful public enterprise??? What 
does it matter to the starving unemployed 
whether the work is useful or useless, so 
long as it enables them to get bread? 
Digging holes and filling them up again will 
cost the capitalist some of his wealth, but 
will not hurt the workers.) The Com- 
munist Party is evidently concerned about * 
assisting the capitalist to ‘‘ save the rates.’’ 
This is borne out by the following :— 


20.—Pooling of rates in all populous centres to 
avoid distinction between rich and poor areas. 


The Communist Party is concerned about 
the rates—a matter which we have fre- 
quently demonstrated affects the capitalist 
class alone. 


Item 3 demands nationalisation of land— 
that old bogey and well-worn labour shib- 
boleth. It is an excellent means of increas- 
ing unemployment and assisting the capi- 
talists. . The Communists are really very 
much concerned about the interests of the 
capitalists. 


There are many other fat-headed items ~ 


in the programme, but I had better finish 
up, or the Editorial Committee will be 
hitting me over the head for using up too 
many of the valuable columrs in this paper. 


PUNCHINELLO, 


AN ECONOMIC CLASS 


is being held by 


BATTERSEA BRANCH, S.P.G.B. 


at 
46, Creek Street, York Road, Battersea, 
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THE NUT. 


If there is one thing more than another 
which Socialists resent, it is the master’s 
contempt of working-class intelligence. 
Think of the recruiting posters of six and 
seven years age, of the kind of nursing the 
constituencies get prior to a general election. 
Look at the public speeches of Mr. Lloyd 
‘George, with their inevitable and ludicrous 
metaphor. A picturesque figure catches the 
bale fancy; they take up a pat phrase 
like the latest comic song, and he knows it. 
The capitalists and their apologists have 
taken the measure of proletarian simplicity, 
and the workers generally prove their calcu- 
lations right. . 

But to see what. downright insolence our 
class will tolerate it is necessary to go with 
them to the theatre or cinema, and see some 


of thé things they applaud. A recent popv-- 


lar Douglas Fairbank’s film is a gem of 
“this kind. The heroine of ‘‘ The Nut,” a 
_ girl of the upper class, has a bright plan 
for bringing the millennium. ‘‘ If every- 
body with a refined home,” stie declares, 
** would open their doors for an hour each 
‘day to a child or two from the slum dis- 
‘tricts, the influence of these surroundings 
would be so great that the children would be 
‘bound to grow up fetter citizens in every 
way.’’ This hour, she is sure, will so 
colour the child’s growing mind that it will 
as naturally seek the good and beautiful as 
a growing flower seeks the sun. 


Can you beat that? 


A regular contributor to the Star, 
'G.F.M., had a few words to say. about it 
‘when the film was first shown, thought it a 
‘most beautiful idea in the abstract, and 
practicable, possibly, in America, where the 
poor have a “‘ different attitude ’’ towards 
‘the rich, but foresaw a little difficulty, some- 
‘how, in working it in London. She couldn't 


‘see herself going to a woman’s door _in~ 


Bethnal Green, and explaining ‘‘how much 
‘More refined my home was than hers, and 
how greatly her children would benefit by a 
‘daily visit.’’ = 

On the whole, we think G.F.M.’s instinct 
‘was sound. The idea being, presented not 
on the screen, but on her own doorstep, the 
‘woman worker would almost certainly say 
many things not printable in the Socialist 
Standard. Let us hope she would go fur- 
ther, and having heard and thought upon 
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the message of our speakers in the open 
places and at street corners, would add, . 
“* You can boast of a refined home because 
we and millions like us spend our days in 
toil. You can point to our squalor because 
you and a few thousand like you steal what 
our toil brings forth. You want our chil 
dren to have high aspirations. They shall; 
we will attend‘to that ourselves. For we 
are learning at last that the power is ours to 
despoil you, and make the world our own.” 
Se A. 


‘The wealth of «the soil, the harvests, 
the fruits, the splendid cattle that grow 
sleek and fat in fhe luxuriant grass, are 
the property of the few, and but instruments 
of the many. The man of leisure seldom 
loves, for their own sake, the fields and 
meadows, the landscape, or the noble ani- 
mais which are to be converted into gold 
for his use. He comes to ge country for 
his health, or for change of air, but goes 
back to town to spend the fruit of his vas- 
sal's labour. 

On the other hand, the peasant is too 
abject, too wretched, and too fearful of the 
future to enjoy the beauty of the country | 
and the charms of pastoral life. To him, 
also, the vellow harvest fields, the rich 
meadows, the fine cattle, represent bags of 
gold; but he knows that only an infinite- 
simal part of their contents, insufficient for 
his daily/needs, will ever fall to his share. 
Yet vear by year he must fill those accursed 
bag's, to please his master, and buy the right 
of living on his Jand in sordid wretched- 
ness. 

; GEORGE SAND. 
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COALITION. 


The bulk of the world’s oii supply comes 
from America. According to the Daily 
News (May 31st, 1921), ‘‘ 82 per cent. of oil 
comes either from the United States or from 
American mines in Mexico.’’ The same 
paper states that within 15 vears the wells 
of the United States, unless conserved, will 
give out. The Standard Oil Co. practically 
controls the American supply and, con- 
sequently, they have been looking abroad 
lately for fresh fields. In this they have 
come into conflict with the Dutch and 
British group of oil companies. The capital 
of the respective oil companies is tremen- 
dous, and they use their resources to shape 
the policies of the different world powers. 


The fight for oilfields and control of oil 
distribution has played a large part in recent 
foreign policy. Behind the Russian negotia- 
tions and the Mesopotamian squabble 
lurked the power of oil. 


On Thursday, ober 26th, 1922, the 
Financial Times reports an interview with 
Mr, J. Koster, the managing director of 
several oil enterprises. Mr, Koster, after 
giving detailed evidence to prove that 
America would be facing 4 shortage of oil 
in the near future, wound up as follows :— 

My study of the world’s oil position. teaches 


me these significant facts. The conclusion I have 
arrived at is that in the United States within the 
next two years there will be a crude oil shortage, — 
and the prices of crude oil and oil-products, and 
the value of yet unmined pretroleum, must neces- 
sarily feel the effects of such unavoidable shortage, 
and the one result can only be higher prices and 
a large premium for oil reserves, — 


So the British and Dutch oil enterprises that 
have succeeded in securing control of a large part 
of the world’s petroleum reserves can face the 
future with every confidence. In order to account 
for this, one has but to consider the effect which 
a stopping of all export from the United: States, 
combined with a decreasing export from Mexico, 
would have on the markets outside of America. 
Besides the profits already obtained under the 
present circumstances by undertakings working in 
countries like the Argentine Republic, Venezuela, 
Persia, the Far East and Roumania, the future 
of such undertakings, thanks to the state of affairs 
in the United States, seems to offer almost un- 
limited possibilities. 


The prize is large, the future bright— 
what seeds for future turmoils! The 
Anglo-Persian (in which the British Govern-. 


ment has a large interest) and Shell Groups 
have angled themselves into a good position 
in the East to threaten the position of the 
Standard Oil Co., and the fight between 
these groups to corner the world’s supply 
is now going ahead fast and furious. 


Another factor at the root of the late 
Government’s fall has been suggested by 
two recent happenings. 


Mr. Leslie Urquhart, the Chairman of the 
Russo-Asiatic Corporation, negotiated an 
agreement with a representative of the 
Russian Government under which his cor- 
poration gained certain concessions in 
Russia. Arising out of the British Govern- 
ment’s muddling of the recent near Eastern 
problems, the Russian Government refused 
to endorse the Urquhart concession. In his ° 
speech to the shareholders of the Russo- 
Asiatic Corporation on October 23rd, 1922 
(see Evening Standard for that date), 
Urquhart blames the British Government’s 
policy for his failure, and urges that 
Russia should be treated as any other world 
power. He also deprecates the sugges- 
tion that his corporation wculd endeavour 
in any way to influence Government policy. 


‘The next day Mr. McKenna, the Chairman 


of the London Joint City. & Midland Bank, 
and formerly a Liberal Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, threw overboard his former 
associates, and appeared on a Tory plat- 
form, advising his audience «-f business men 
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to support Bonar Law, the new Tory Prime 
Minister, On the surface, this might appear 
as an ordinary case of a political turn- 
coat. It is a curious fact, however, that 
the London Joint City & Midland Bank owns 
thousands of shares ‘in the Russo-Asiatic 
Corporation. Would it be too bold to sug- 
gest, in spite of Mr. Urquhart, that the 
above corporation have succeeded in in- 
fluencing Government policy? 


THE MAN IN THE STREET. 


The enemy is once again pulling the leg 
of the worker by raising the old gag of the 


‘‘ Burden of taxation on the man in the ° 


street.’’ This poor fellow, judging from 
an editorial in the Daily News (10/5/29), 
appears to be an infant requiring the guid- 
ance of a nursemaid, whom we can all re- 
cognise under the name of Miss Print. 
Through the strenuous efforts of this ubiqui- 
tous creature the Man-in-the-Street, infant 
that he is, is cajoled, frightened, or badgered 
_by. various bogeys which are trotted out to 
distract his attention lest he gain knowledge 
which will threaten the career of his callous 
nurse and those who pay her. 

One of the chief bogey stunts is the Taxa- 

tion Bogey, which Miss Print and_politi- 
cians have used with great effect, and ad- 
vantage to themselves. 
. The infant is led to believe by the Daily 
News scribe that the expenditure on the 
Admiralty Department comes out of his 
pocket, and that ‘‘ the Admiralty has been 
able, by simple defiance, to reduce the ‘ cuts ’ 
demanded of it from 21 millions to 4 mil- 
lions.”’ 


He is told ‘‘ not Parliament, nor the 


Government, but the Departments determine 
now what taxes you are to pay.’’ 

In thrusting this bogey before the eyes 
of the Infant-in-the-Street, the Daily Nurse 


is ably seconded by Labour and unemployed — 


leaders of all descriptions, each intent on 
fooling the infant into the belief that there 
is nothing else so important to him as the 
question of taxation< . 

Within the capitalist class there is a’ dif- 
ference of opinion as to the amount to be 


expended on.the upkeep of the Army, Navy, - 


and other Departmental Services. 
The section the Daily News speaks for 


have not in general an urgent need for — 
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armaments. on an Imperialistic scale, other 
than those required for keeping intact the 
system of private property and the right 


of exploitation at home. Their outlook: is 


National Defence against the working class, 


and they profess to trust to peaceful pene- 


tration for development of foreign trade; 
and possibly they. consider themseives 
clearer sighted than those sections who do. 
not judge the situation otherwise : than 
through the spectacles of expansion of .trade 


and exploitation of markets by conquest or 


a display of force. ease? ote 
However, the economy stunts, whether 
these take the shape of cutting down Gov- 


Cernment staffs of clerks and mechanics, the 


lowering of wages, or fewer orders to arma- 
ment firms, do not improve the position of 
the worker whom the Daily News refers to 
as the Man-in-the-Street. om 

To suggest to such a man when he is 
thrown on the unemployed heap that he has 
been sacked so that he will not have to pay 


so much in taxes,-is sheer humbug. When 


a man is employed he sells daily, weekly, or 
monthly his physical and mental energy at a 
price which on the average is merely suffi- 

cient to reproduce that labour force.which, — 
when applied to natural materials, produces 
wealth, and in the sphere of organisation 
and distribution carries out the functions 
which the system of capitalism requires. 


You unemployed !. You who are in very 
truth the Men on the Street. You believe 
that you pay taxes: Well, if you do not 
pay them when you. are emp!oyed, how can 
you pay them when unemployed ? 


Fo return to the editorial :— 

Once again not the real necessities of nationa} 
defence but what each Department thinks to be 
necessary for the efficiency of its own service, 

_ quite regardless of whether it is or is not being 
duplicated by others, determines the rate of taxa- 
tion which you pay. 

Well, what if there is duplication? It is 
not the workers’ funeral; there are one and 
a half million unemployed who would be 
very pleased if there was more duplication, 
and, either way, duplicated jobs or no jobs, 
the rate of taxation need not be any cause 
of worry to them. ' | | 

The Man-in-the-Street has yet to realise 
that within the capitalist ranks there are 
struggles between sections to gain controt 
of the political machinery, in order, among 
other things, that the burden of taxation 
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may be made as light as possible for the 
section in control, and thus we find sec- 
tional differences of opinion as to the re- 
quirements of the various State Depart- 
ments. 

Each, section contends its policy is the 


best, 4nd appeals to the workers on the 


grounds of economy and progress. 

In’ reference to the matter of education, 
we see the antagonism between two sec- 
tions showing clearly, for according to the 
Daily .News scribe, Sir Eric Geddes 
asserts :— 

That it is the work of a visionary with only 
one eye to educate children for higher positions and 
advancement in industry when in the very doing 
of it he is going to kill the industry and the 
commerce to which these children will have to look 
for a livelihood. 

Replying to the above, the Daily News 
writer says :-- 

The answer to that is that the ultimate threat 
to British industry in competition with American 


and German is much more likely to be lack of ~ 


trained brains than lack of capital or credit. Jt 
is a misfortune to be one-eyed, but it is a worse 

‘misfortune to be blind. 

Here there are two points of view clearly 
‘defined, the Daily News admitting that it 
is not likely there will be any lack of capital 
or credit, is anxious to carry on in what 
may be termed the peaceful competitive 


style; apparently forgetting that the more. 


intense the technical and commercial educa- 
tion, the keener will be the competition not 
only between workers for jobs (this is prob- 
ably what the writer had in his mind’s eye), 

ut also between national groups of 
Capitalists for the world’s markets, thus in- 
evitably leading to a war more merciless 
even than the last. 


The other view-point, that of Sir Eric 
Geddes quoted by the Daily News is, that 
taxes for education will ruin industry, and 
he obviously believes that there are a suffi- 
cient number of educated wage slaves for 
the efficient development of industry and 
trade, and that force is the best method for 
controlling and gaining markets.  Ex- 
pressed in other terms, this means that 
naval and army expenditure for the pro- 
tection of capital and the acquisition of ex- 
ploitable territories is justified. 

Although the struggles for positions 
amongst the workers who have been 
educated at Secondary. and Technical 
Schools has reached even now a terrible 


THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


——o—e——oEOEOo———————— lo ——— =; = 


advanced education ; 


November, 1922 


pitch, the Daily News is prepared to tell the 
Man-in-the-Street that technical education 
is a good thing for him and leads surely to 
good positions in industry. 

Thus the minds of many in the working 
class are impressed with the need for 
and many parents, 
both in the professional and manual grades 
of the working class, tuyn their attention 
(forced, indeed, by the very pressure of the 
circumstances of capitalism, though few 
would explain it in such terms)y to the 
schools of engineering, commerce and com- 
mercial ‘‘ art,’’ in the hope that in one or 


the other spheres of industry their children 


may find safe anchorage and a comfortable 


It p n that for 


progress Are no 
monument to waste? . 

The Socialist message to the Man-in-the- 
Street is that they are two phases of one 
thing—the system of capitalism. Capitalist 
progress means high productivity, profits, 
economy of labour to the capitalist, but ill- 
health and nervous tension, robbery of. and 
unemployment, to the worker. 

He has nothing to gain by supporting 
taxation or anti-taxation stunts from which- 
ever side of capitalism they come, for in 
any case taxes have to be raised for the up- 


—keep of the various Departments, and they 


can only be paid from the accumulated 
wealth which has been wrung from the 
workers who are the victims of a system 


_of robbery which day by day extracts sur- 


plus “value from them. It is a misfortune 
to be blind, but the Man-in-the-Street is 
not aware of his affliction; nevertheless, the 
numbers are steadily increasing of those 
who have seen the light and refuse to be 
led up the ‘‘ garden ’’ by Miss Print, and 
there will be soon a vast army working con- 
sciously towards the - Socialist goal—’ 
Socialism. : 


E. J. 


—— a aEeneeneensnene 


Is not the furrow of the labourer of as 
much value as that of the idler, even if that 
idler, by some absurd chance, has made a 
little noise in the world, and left behind him 
an abiding name? 

| GEORGE SAND. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
Dear Editor,— 
I read with great interest your article 


entitled ‘‘ The Collapse of Capitalism.’’ 


ae 


. political systems. 


There seems a great difference between 
*“ Capitalism in Collapse ’’ and ‘‘ Capitalism 


in imminent. Collapse.’’ As the Communist 
Party of Russia has pointed out—the col- 
lapse may be extended over a period of 
years; Lenin says ten years. 


The final stage of collapse will. not be 
caused by production of cemmodities ceas- 
ing, but by the lack of world markets. In 
fact, production wil! be on such a [urge 
scale internationally that the distribution of 
the products will cease owing to the small 


incomes and unemployment of the wage 


slaves, and lack of markets.. The collapse 
of Capitalism in Europe would bring down 


Capitalism in the West owing to the {nter- | 


nationalism of our modern: economic and 
Former great wars, such 


_as the Napoleonic wars, form a very bad 


analogy, as in that war the instruments of 


production ‘were not nearly so great as to- 
‘day, and 


there were new and coming 


_ markets, and less countries so productive as 
to-day. 


Again, your question of Russia seems 
remarkable, coming from the “S. S.”’ 
Russia is relying on Capitalism to a certain 


extent, because, as the ‘‘S. S.”’ has often 
pointed out, Russia before the Revolution 


‘was not a developed Capitalist Empire. 
Its wage slaves were not ‘‘ educated’’ to 
mind machines and produce wealth, as the 
wage slaves of U.S.A., Germany and Eng- 
land. From 1914—1920, wars crushed 
Russia. There is no need for me to repeat 
the terrible story to the readers of the 
**S, S.’’ Then came the drought. Yes, 
Comrades, Capitalism is in collapse, but like 
‘a candle which is near burning itself out; it 
flickers and flickers for a very long time, 
every moment it is expected to “go out,”’ 
and yet lingers on. But a time comes when 
it does die. How like Capitalism it. is in 
‘collapse—it may last even for ten years, but 
what is ten years in the history of the 
world? 


Of course, Socialists cannot afford to wait ~ 


for the system to collapse! As we look at 
the struggle between Capitalism and Inter- 
national Socialism, 
convincing the worker of the need for the 


we become keener on 


_ catastrophe is imminent.’’ 


common Scnershin and control of the in- 
struments .of production and the need to 
organise politically by the vote to take 
power, and industrially to take economic 
control. Nor can we afford to remain out- 
side the struggle like the S.P.C.B., merely 
content ta write fine articles. 

Every struggle of the workers must be 
ours, and we must stand by them, even in 
the smallest of battles. 

Yours faithfully; 
6¢ S. Ww,’”’ 


OUR REPLY. 


First ‘our correspondent points to the 
difference between ‘‘ collapse ’’ and “‘im- 
minent collapse.’’ There is a difference, but 
it is‘one of date only, and not, as he sug- 
gests, one of form. A process of disintegra- 
tion spread over a period of years cannot, 
in my opinion, accurately be described as a 
collapse. In any event, Palme Dutt did not 
appear to mean this process, and it would. 
seem, therefore, that Mr. Warr does not 
hold his view. 

Palme Dutt’s view is, I think, very well 
expressed by the following extract from 
Herman Cahn’s “‘ Collapse.of Capitalism ”’ : 
*““A new force has grown up which no 
longer leaves the downfall of capitalism to 
the vague future, or its earlier ending to 
the spread of a high intelligence among the ~ 
real proletariat, but makes the coming of 
that great event a matter of figures, and 
entirely independent of even the collective 
will of men. The war has enormously has- 
tened the development of this force, and the 
(Page 8.) 

In writing ‘‘ the final stage of collapse 
will not be caused by production of com- 
modities ceasing, but by the lack of world 
markets,’’ I gather that Mr. Warr intends 
to rule out the possibility of a physical col- 
lapse, but he does not show how the lack 
of, markets is going to do what he assumes 
it will. 

The restriction of markets. is one of the 


. series of difficulties which have arisen out 


of the contradictions of the system. The 
endeavour on the part of the capitalists to 
reconcile these contradictions has always 


been in evidence in some degree since the 


rise of capitalist society. 

Mr. Warr, however, does not consider 
that there is ain analogy between the present 
depression and that following _ the 
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Napoleonic wars, because ‘‘ the instruments 
of production were not nearly so great as 
to-day.’’ He overlooks the important point 
that the only useful comparison is between 
the powers of production then and the 
effective demand then, Relative to this 
country’s powers of production, there was 
an acute shrinkage of markets. In the 


February issue was an extract from the. 


writings of Robert Owen, which dealt with 
this crisis. He wrote for instance :—‘‘ this 
very superabundance of wealth wag the sole 
cause of existing distress. ’’ 


It is true the problems which arise be- 
come more numerous, and difficult to meet, 
and are for the capitalists insoluble: but it 
- must be remembered that they are under no 
obligation to solve them. #2 
The suffering falls on the workers, and 
_While the workers are content ‘to leave the 

ruling class in control, the suffering will 

remain. . Only such minor adaptations are 
required and will ‘be forthcoming as _ will 
allay any acute working class unrest. So 
long as the workers accept doles there ‘is 
no unemployment problem which t 
capitalists are called upon to solve. 


Even if the position gets much worse. the 


choice before the workers is still the same; 
either to accept their condition, or rejecting 

. it, to endeavour to remove the. cause by 
’ overthrowing the system. To be effective 
' they must, as Mr. Warr says, organise to 
*‘take power,’’ but I fail to see that he has 
shown either that the problem is different 
from what it was 10 or 20 years ago, or 
that there is any method other than that 
advocated by the Socialist Party. 

If Mr. Warr really believed that the 
“lack of world markets’’ would bring 
Socialism, he would not trouble about ‘‘ con- 
vincing the workers.’’ — 


The Bolsheviks are depending on 
Capitalist enterprise because collapse or no 
collapse, there is no prospect of revolution 
in Western Europe. There will be no revolu- 
tion because there are too few revolu- 
tionaries. | 

If by Mr. 


** struggle ”’ Warr means 


strikes, etc.;, it is news to me that emancipa- - 


tion would be hastened by our_telling the 
workers that all would be well if only they 
refuse to work overtime, or insist on their 
right to wear a union badge in the em- 
ployer’s factory. I am not aware that 


membership of this party makes a worker © 


fight any the less vigorously in the day-to- 
day struggle, and finally as Socialist know- 
ledge is necessary for emancipation, I have 
yet to be convinced that there is anything 
the Socialist Party can engage in more use- 
ful than propagating Socialism. 


au oe H. 
Dear Editor, - 

The relative mérits of the Socialist Labour 
Party and Socialist Party of Great Britain 
have been discussed for weeks by a few 
Marxian students without com to any 
satisfactory conclusion ‘as to which party 
propounds the correct principles that, de- 
serve working class support. | | 


Under these circumstances it was thought 
wise to present some of the views expressed _ 
by the supporters of the S.L.P., so-that your 
party may oblige with an answer in an early 
issue of your Standard. They say that your 
party is very inconsistent, as proven by the 

. back numbers of the Socialist Standard and 
Manifesto. On page 17 of the latter, to top . 
of page 18, we find as follows :— 

‘‘ The workers’ organisation, political and 
economic, must be upon the basis of their 
class, with the object of ending the capitalist 
system and establishing the Socialist Com- 
monwealth.’’ . 


The inconsistency is obvious, they say, 
when one sees in that statement that your 
party recognises the necessity of an econo- 
mic organisation, based upon class; and at 
the same time in actual practice only believe | 
in a political organisation. 

The proof of this is seen when one reads 
clause 6 of your party’s ‘‘ Declaration of 
Principles.’’ . a 

The irony of the situation, say they, lies 
in the fact that your party should see the 
necessity of the economic organisation, and 
then publish matter in your sear peecneaie 
dard to. absolutely ridicule thesaid type of 
crganisation. For instance, in the 
February, 1919, Standard, under the title, © 
‘* Where we Stand,’’ on the bottom of page 
54, is a brief statement as follows: ‘‘ How 
long it does take some people. to discover 
the absurdity of their sophistries! We 

pointed out the idiocy of organisation by 
industries years ago.’? Then, again, is 
that statement in agreement: with the brief 
statement at the end of article called ‘‘What 
the Workers Do Understand,”’ in January, 
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1921, Standard, which read as follows :— 


** Educated in these things, and organised. 


on the industrial and political fields, they 
will seize, political power and wield it, and 
its forces, for the paramount purpose—the 
establishment of the Socialist Common- 
wealth.’’ Why mention ‘‘ organised in- 
dustrially,’’ if itis an idiotic act? 

These super-intellects say that you are 
all ‘‘ at sea’’ on another point of import- 
ance. Yo 
18, as follows: ‘‘ Emancipation, not pallia- 
tidn, must be\the watchword of the workers, 
as it will be when they become Socialists. ’’ 
Lower down gn the same page 1s as follows : 
** Its tactig 
defensive, and its aim revolutionary.”’ 

Do the two statements clash? Are not 
the tactics of aggression on the side of 
palliation? Have not the workers through 
their industrial unions been aggressive, 


which aggression has only palliated their | 


conditions? Apart from that, it is highly 
questionable whether (even if the Trade 
Unions did adopt the Socialist attitude, as 
you state) they could, and ‘successfully, 
‘adopt an aggressive and defensive attitude. 


. . Your party seems to think that it is a 
wise tactic to be always ready to defend 


working class interests, irrespective whether — 


conditions are suitable or not, as is shown 
in the article ‘‘ The Betrayal of the Miners’’ 
{in the Standard, May 21st, page 138, half- 
- way down second column), which reads as 
follows: ‘Had the rank and hle of the 
_ Triple Alliance understood even their ordi- 
nary Trade Union interests, they would 


have stood together and fought to the 


fullest extent of their power against this at- 
tempt to worsen their conditions.”” Obvi- 
ously, your party thought that had the 
Triple Alliance acted and taken that defen- 
sive attitude against the interests of the 
employers, all would have been well. This 
’ means a sectional strike (which your party 
ridicules). We may ask: what hope of 
success was there had it taken place, under 
the conditions then existing ? is would 
have been putting the so-called economic 
- power of Triple Alliance against the poli- 
tical power of the masters. Obviously, had 
it turned out to be a fight between the two 
powers, the former power would have been 
beaten by the latter power, by the ordering, 


if necessary, of the police and soldiers to, 


- act against the workers. Again, such a 


state 4n your Manifesto, page | 


must be aggressive as well as - 
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_ strike would prevent the normal distribution 


of the food supply, which is necessary for 
the workers; and under such circumstances 
the shortage of food would be sufficient to 


‘force the workers back to the workshop. 


These very same factors of a political 
nature would also work against the workers’ 
organisations, should they adopt a palliative 
or an aggressive attitude. 


So, in conclusion, the persons interested 
in this controversy would be highly pleased 
if you would endeavour to.give your reply 
to the same in the November Standard. 

_ I remain, yours for Sotiali 

: EDWARD LITTLER. 


| ANSWER TO E. LITTLER. 
' For convenience of reference, we have 
numbered the paragraphs in above letter 
that call for specific answers. _ 


No. 1.—The Declaration of Principles 
lays down the minimum essential factors of 
the Socialist position. For instance, that 
Declaration says nothing about carrying on 


‘the propaganda for Socialism—yet the 


S.P.G.B. does it. 


Coriceivably, Socialism could be estab- - 
lished by the political organisation alone, 
but the economic organisation alone would 


- be quite powerless to establish it. In actual 


fact, as the conditions allow, both organisa- 
tions will be used by Socialists for the at- 
tainment of their object, though the seizure 
of power, the greatest by far of the factors 
at our disposal, will be carried through by 
the political organisation. Thus no incon- 
sistency in the position of the S.P.G.B, is 
shown in our correspondent’s statement. 
No. 2.—On this point the questioners are 


so blind that they cannot see that their query 
is already answered in the quotation they 


themselves give from our Manifesto, which 
“says :-— 


‘‘ The workers’ organisation, political 
and economic, must be upon the basis of 
their class.”’ 


The organisations we have ridiculed have 


‘never been based upan the class position of 


the workers, but have’been those supported 
by the S.L.P., which consisted in the mass 
of supporters of capitalism, and which the 
S.L.P. claimed could ‘‘ take and hold ’’ the 
means of production against the armed 
forces under the control of the masters. 


” 
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_As we have pointed out on various occa- 
sions, economic development has travelled 
beyond the limits of ‘‘industry’’ in numerous 
directions, and, therefore, the workers’ 
organisations must cover a wider area than 
the ‘‘ industry ’’ even to ‘‘ keep pace.’ The 
quotation from the Socialist Standard of 
January, 1921, is of no help to the S.L-P., 
as the word ‘‘ industrial” is used here to 
denote the whole economic field. This is 
clearly shown by the context. 


No. 3.—No! The two statements do 
not clash, as even a superficial reading 
would show. To: emancipate itself, the 
working class must become revolutionary, 
because it must carry through a revolution 
before emancipation can take place. 


The workers have been no rhére “ aggres- 
sive’ in the so-called “industrial” unions 
than in the ordinary ‘‘ craft ’’ unions, 
though the failure of such ‘‘ agression ”’ 
would be a blow at the S.L.P., which sup- 


we these unions—not at us 


No. 4.—While we are always ready to 
defend working class interests, the phrase 
‘‘ whether conditions are suitable or not ’’ 
needs explaining. 
article on ‘‘ The Miners’ Betrayal ’’ is be- 
side the point. The miners were being at- 
tacked, and the railwaymen and transport 
workers were being threatened with an at- 
tack. —In such conditions, the business of 
the men concerned, obviously, was to fight 
together—as the article says—to the extent 
of their powers. There was no question 
here of pitting the economic organisation 
of the Triple Alliance against the armed 
forces. This ghastly policy, propounded 

nd defended by the Industrial Unionists 
and the S.L.P., is one we have denounced 
on scores of occasions. Under some condi- 
tions even a sectional strike is better than 
no struggle at all, and the members of the 
Triple Alliance would have prevented some 
of the conditions being imposed upon them 
that they now suffer under, had they struck 
on ‘‘ Black Friday.’? How far the inter- 
ference with the normal food supply would 
affect the struggle is mere guesswork. 
Partly it would have depended on the length 
of the strike. | Every strike of any size 
causes inconvenience and sometimes suffer~ 
ing. But to follow the above argument to 
its logical conclusion ‘means that the 
workers must accept anything the masters 
choose to impose, even though it may mean 


2 
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yreater suffering than would be entailed by 
a strike! 

On the economic: field the workers” 
powers are limited, and in the ultimate, can 
always be beaten by the possessors of poli- 
tical power. But, as Marx has pointed put, 
these everyday struggles, with all their 
limitations, are a product of the system, 
and cannot be avoided unless the workers. 
are ready to sink below ‘‘ cooliedom.”’ 

A little further information on the posi- 
tion of the $.L.P. may perhaps be interest- 
ing. . 
In the Socialist, 15/4/1920, they state in 
the editorial, with reference to the actions of 
certain prominent members who had broken 
away from the organisation :— 

The whole trouble is that a self-condemned Unity 

Committee, who had more or less ‘‘ bossed ’”’ the 

Party for the last four years, found themselves up 


against the rank and file of the S.L.P, in their 
efforts to compromise Revolutionary Socialism. 


That is a peculiar admission for a self- 
styled Working Class Party! If the party 
is so constituted that one group could boss 


it for four years, what is to prevent other 
_ groups successively bossing it ad infinitum? 
Further on in the same editorial they ~- 
write :— 


Send in your resolutions to your Executive. Indi.- 
cate your wishes, strengthen your Executive’s. 
hands in the gocd work it has carried on since it 
took up office in September, 1919, when it placed 
the control of the Party and its Press in the hands 
of the rank and file, 

According to the above, the control of 
the party and its Press was not in the hands. 
of the rank and file until September, 1919. 
A startling admission this, after an exist- 
ence of 15 years! 

After the revolutionary action of placing 
the party in the hands of the rank and file, 
an article appeared in the Socialist on the 
miners’ stfike. The following are some 


extracts from it :— 


THE MINERS SHOULD NOT STRIKE. 
My advice to the mjagys is, don't strike. Why 
should you? “ Take ang hold ’’ shotld te your 
slogan. You have a spléndid opportunity at this - 
juncture. Work the mines for yourselves, 
MINERS, SEIZE THE MINES. 
Is it possible—It is.”’ 


Then follows instructions to the miners to’ 


' issue a statement saying that on and from 


a certain date the mines will he worked by 
the Miners’ Federation of Great Britain. ° 
Coal to be reduced by 14s. 2d. per ton, and 


‘ 
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miners’ wages ‘increased 2s. per day. So 
easy! How simple these people are! And 
what would the masters be doing while this 
little transaction was taking place? The 
same as they do in a strike: bring the 
armed force to bear on the situation. But 
the S.L.P. have provided tor this :— 
_ The Army will support you. Call for the sup- 
/ port of the Army. 

‘Let your call be ‘‘ All Power to the Workers.”’ 

If you do this you will win hands down. 

Simple, isn’t it? What wonderful 
childish nonsense! Anyhow, the  subse- 
quent action of the Army and Volunteer 
Force, when a railway strike was expected, 


should have knocked that idiocy out of 


their heads. 

It would be interesting to find out what 
the S.L.P: mean when they state in their 
Platform :— 

Whilst the working-class are compelled to organ- 

ise to capture the means of production, distribution, 

‘and exchange to be worked in the interests of 
society as a whole, 

Money is the means of exchange. They 
then are working for a system under which 
money will exist. An elementary know- 
ledge of money would tell them that it can 
only exist where buying and selling exists. 
In other words, where private property 
exists. According to their platform, then, 
they are not out for Socialism. 

In spite of all the noise they make about 
industrial action, they themselves are not 
clear as to what their own position is. Since 
the inception of the S.L.P. the columns of 
the Socialist have been largely occupied 
with the disagreements of members as to 
the position on industrial unionism. From 
last January onwards a discussion raged, 
under the title of ‘‘ The Protlem of Policy.’’ 
Finally, at their Easter Conference, they 
decided to support the ‘‘ Workers’ Inter- 


national Industrial Union.’’ In an edi- 
torial on the Conference (Socialist, 27/5/22) 
they say :— 


It has cast a glance at the past and has viewed 
with disdain its many errors now, and we hope for 
all times it will never compromise truth to make 
a friend, and never withhold a blow at error lest 
it should make an enemy. 

Apparently they keep finding themselves 
out—yer they ‘‘ keep on doing it !’” Where 
knowledge is lacking, foolish deeds will 
flourish. | 

The S.L.P. have decided to support the 
W.LI.U., but in the Socialist (8/12/21) 


il 
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the political policy of that organisation was 
stated a& follows :— 
By electing a Political Committee whose duty it 
will be to safeguard and further the interests of 
the W.I.1.U. in the political field, and who will 
take Jinstructions from the Branch and _ report 
activities at each Branch Meeting. 
This surely signifies that ancther politi- 
cal organisation will exist alongside of the 
S.L.P. If so, where does the S.L.P. stand? 
Which of the two bodies is supposed to be 
correct ?—both evidently can’t be. | 

In a Manifesto on the Russian Famine 
(Socialist, 22/9/22), they recommend the 
starving workers of this.country to send 
‘* Food, clothing, boots, medicines and 
locomotives to Russia.’’ Would it be any 
harm to suggest that ‘‘ Charity begins at 


home ’’? -The best way to help the starv- 


ing Russian workers is to push on the advent 
of Socialism as rapidly as possible, and not 
to contribute a few pence to be used by the 
Co-operative Society, as the S.L.P. suggest. 
Ironically enough, they were calling upon 
the workers to cont?ri to save the S.L.P, 
Press shortly afterwards ! | 

The following tit-bit is an illustration of 


S.L.P. logic :— 


And economic organisation _is a _ necessary. 
requisite to enforce the aims or wishes as expressed 
by the political organisation at the ballot box... . 
Organise, therefore, on the political field to cap- 
ture political power and sweep aside the “* robber 
burg ’? of Capitalism.—Socialist, 8/6/22. 


If the ‘‘robber-burg ’’ of capitalism has. 
been swept aside, where does the ‘* en- 


forcing ’’ come in? Note the phrase, 
‘* aims or wishes.’’ Perhaps the aims differ. 


from the wishes ! 
ED. COM. 
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SOCIALIST PARTY of Grest Britain 


; BRANCH DIRECTORY. 
er re ue to A. Jones, 3 Mat- 
thew-st., Letchmere Estat€/Battersea,S.W. Branch 
meets Mondays, 8.30, at 16 Creek-st., York-rd. 
BIRMINGHAM.—Communications to L. Vinetsky, 
- 11 Upper Dean-st., Birmingham. Branch meets 
_ A.E.U. Institute, Spiceal-st., every Saturday. 
CEN TRAL.—Membership obtained only through the 
‘Ex. Committee. Applications to General Sec. 
DEPTFORD .—Sec., J. Veasey, 24, Marlton-st., 


E. Greenwich, S.E.10. Branch meets.lst and 8rd. 


_ Wednesdays in month, at 8 o'clock, at 435, New 
Cross-rd.,S.E. Discussion after Branch businéss. 
Public invited. . ‘, : 

EAST LONDON.—Communications to A. Jacobs, 
Sec., 78 Eric-st., Mile-end, E.8. Branch meets 
first and third Mondays in month at 141 Bow-rd. 

EDINBURGH.—Communications to Andrew Porter, 
12a, Kings-rd., Portobello. 


: \ 
HACKNEY.—Communications tothe Sec., 78 Green-_ 
wood-rd., E.8. Branch meets Fridays, 7.80, at The 


Arcadians, 42, Amburst-rd., Hackney Stn. 

HANLEY.—Branch meets Mondays, Working Men's 
Club, Glass-st. Communications to Sec., T. Travis, 
97, Arthur Street, Cobridge, Staffs. 

ISLINGTON .—B h meets Wednesdays, 8.80, at 
144 Sevea Sitetetd Holloway, N. Comimunica- 

- tions to W. Baker, 35 Alma-st., Kentish Town, N.W. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA.—Communications to Sec., 

. Bird, 5 Wellington-avenue, Westcliffe-on-Sea. ~ 

TOOTING.—Communications to Sec., 8, Lyveden- 
rd., Tooting, S.W.17. Branch meets Fridays,, at 
Parochial Hall, Church-lane, Tooting, at 8 p.m. 

TOTTENHAM.—Sec., F. W. Godfrey, 49, Napier 
rd., Bhilip Lane, N.15. Branch meets Fridays, 
The Trades Hall, 7, Bruce-grove, Tottenham. 
Discussion after branch business. Public invited. 

WALTHAMSTOW.—Communications to Sec., 11 
Carlton-rd., Walthamstow, E.17. Branch meets 
at Workmen's Hall, High-st., every Monday. 

WATFORD.—A. Lawson, Sec,, 107 Kensington- 
avenue, Watford. 

‘WEST HAM.—Branch meets Thursdays at 8 p.m. at 
167 Romford rd., Stratford. Communications to 
P. Hallard, 22 Colegrave-rd., Stratford, E. 

WOOD GREEN.—Branch meets 2nd and 4th 

- Wednesdays each month at 8 p.m., at Alexandra 
School, N.22. 


S.P.G.B. PROPAGANDA MEETINGS 


LONDON DISTRICT. 

Sundays: 

Claphaen Common, 3 p.m. 

Finsburv Park, 3 es 

Manor Park, Kari of Essex, 7 30 p.m. 

Tooting Broadway, Garrett-lane, 11.80 a.m. 

Tottenham, West Green Corner, 7.30 p.m. 

Victoria Park, 11.80 a.m. 

Walthamstow, Hoe Street Station, 7.30 p.m. 
Mondays: 

Highbury Corner, 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays: 

Tooting, Church-lane, 8 p.m. 
Thursdays: 

Dalston. Queen's-road, 8.30 p.m. 
Saturdays: 

Wood Green, Jolly Butcher’s-hill, 8 p.m. 
Tottenham, Bruce Grove Station. 8 p.m. 
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THE. SOCIALIST PARTY 
Or GREAT BRITAIN. 
OBJECT. 


The establishment of a system 
society based upon the common ow 
ership and democratio control of th 
meansanainstrumonts fer producing 
and distributing wealth by andin the 
Interest of the whele community. — 


Declaration of Principles. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY of Great 
‘Britain 


HOLDS— 


That society as at present constituted is based upon 
the ownership of the meansof living(i.e. land, factories, 
railways, etc.) by the capitalist or master class, and 
the consequent enslavement of the working class by 
whose labour alone wealth is produced. __. 

That in society, therefore, there is an.antagonism 
of interests, manifesting itself as a class struggle, 
between those who possess but do not produce and 
ose who produce but do not possess. _~ tas 
That this antagonism can be abolished only by the 


_ emancipation of the working class from the domina- 


tion of the master class, by the conversion into the- — 
common property of society of the means of produc- 
tion and distribution, and their democratic control 
by the whole people. ae 

That as in the order of social evolution the working 
class is the last class to achieve its freedom, the 
emancipation of the working class will involve the 
emancipation of all mankind, without distinction of 
race or sex. 

That this emancipation must be the work of the 
working clase itself. 

That as the machinery of government, including the 
armed forces of the nation, exists only to conserve the 
monopoly by the capitalist class of the wealth taken 
from the workers, the working class must organise 


“ consciously and politically for the conquest of the 


powers of government, national and local, in order 
that this machinery, including these forces, may be 
converted from an instrument of oppression into the 
agent of emancipation and the overthrow of privilege, 
aristocratic and plutocratic. — 

That as political parties are but the expression of 
class interests, and as the interest of the working class 
is diametrically opposed to the interests of all sections 
of the master class, the party seeking working-class 
emancipation must be hostile to every other party. - 

The Soctattst Party of Great Britain, sRereteee: 
enters the field of political action determined to wage 
war against all other political partis, whether 
alleged labour or avowedly capitalist, and calls upon. 
the members of the working class of this country to 
muster under its banner to the end that a dy ter- 
mination may be wrought to the system which deprives 
them of the fruits of their labour, and that poverty 
may give place to comfort, privilege to equality, and 
slavery to freedom. 


Those agreeing with the above principles and desir- 
ing enrolmentin the Party should applv for membership 
form to secretary of nearest branch orat Head Office. 
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